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from Frederick Law Olmsted, Landscape Architect, 1822-1903, edited by
Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr. and Theodora Kimball, published 1922.

Mary Perkins Olmsted

The Five Friends in New Haven Days

Charles Trask Frederick J. Kingsbury John Hull Olmsted
Charles Loring Brace Frederick Law Olmsted




Olmsted Brothers landscape architecture firm principals
in California

John Charles Olmsted Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr. Fred Dawson
1852 - 1920 1870 - 1957 1874 - 1941



Emerald Necklace

Stanford University
Columbian World Exposition
Biltmore Estate



Olmsted Firm values:

1. Connect people to nature within the
city

2. Design regionally by responding to
the natural conditions of the site

3. When possible, affect environmental
restoration through the design

Malaga Cove School
Palos Verdes Estates, 1920s









Los Angeles projects + consults
1903 - 1950 (232 in California)

Catalina Island

Beverly Arnaz Land Company
Torrance

Los Angeles Major Traffic Plan

East Side Organization

John Cravens Estate, Pasadena

La Cienega Playground, Beverly Hills
William Mead Estate, Hollywood
Edwin Janss subdivision, Los Angeles
Bear Lake Subdivision

Pacific Palisades

Gaffey Canyon, San Pedro

Santa Cruz Park, Long Beach

Bluff Park, Long Beach

City of Long Beach

Vanderlip Estate, Palos Verdes

Benmar Hills, Burbank

T.W. Warren Estate, Pasadena

Pioneer Park, Burbank

Malibu Park

Alta San Rafael Subdivision, Pasadena
Angeles-Mesa Pkwy System, Los Angeles
Malaga Cove and Miraleste Schools, Palos Verdes
Hollywood-Palos Verdes Pkwy System
E.W. Gard Estate, Palos Verdes
Portuguese Bend Beach Club, PV
California Club, Los Angeles

Bloch Estate, Palos Verdes

Del Norte State Park

Burbank Civic Center

Rancho Santa Ana Botanical Garden
Leimert Park, Los Angeles

Sherman Oaks Subdivision



New park typology suited for Southern California



Balboa Park
San Diego



Columbian World Exposition Panama-California Exposition
1893: focus on Columbus 1915: focus on regionalism



Balboa Park
San Diego



Alhambra, Granada, Spain

Balboa Park
San Diego



Balboa Park
San Diego



Landscape architect Samuel Parson’s
substitution of ground covers for turf

Balboa Park
San Diego



John D. Spreckles

Balboa Park
San Diego



Balboa Park
San Diego



New towns built around natural systems,
with the community focused on walkability
and outdoor recreation



Palos Verdes Estates



La Venta Inn, Palos Verdes Estates
1920s



Palos Verdes Estates

Balboa Park



opographical survey and microclimate studies

Palos Verdes Estates



Hydrological studies and expert advice
on low water plants
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Palos Verdes Estates




On-site nursery

Palos Verdes Estates



Road layout and grading

Palos Verdes Estates



Frank Vanderlip:
Developer

Myron Hunt:
Chief Architect

Amalfi Coast, Italy California Architecture

Palos Verdes Estates



Palos Verdes Estates Ravello, Italy



Charles Cheney:
City Planner

Palos Verdes Estates



Malaga Cove

Palos Verdes Estates



Frederick Law Olmsted’s personal home

Palos Verdes Estates



Palos Verdes Estates



Palos Verdes Estates



Palos Verdes Estates



Planned open space

Palos Verdes Estates



Drainage to open space

Palos Verdes Estates



Open space had recreational value

Palos Verdes Estates



Downtown Los Angeles, 1920s



Multiple circulation on streets:
cars, electric railway, equestrians and pedestrians

Palos Verdes Estates



Streets manage stormwater

Palos Verdes Estates



Self-sufficient villages

Palos Verdes Estates



Walkable design

Palos Verdes Estates



Design works with topography in streets
and non-uniform lot layouts

Palos Verdes Estates



Palos Verdes Estates



Design works with topography within each lot

Palos Verdes Estates



Largest un-irrigated
development in the country
at the time

Palos Verdes Estates



Parks minimized use of lawn
with planting designing
blurring into the native
landscape

Farnham Martin’s Park
Palos Verdes Estates



Farnham Martin’s Park Malaga Cove commercial center

Palos Verdes Estates



Palos Verdes Estates



Palos Verdes Estates



Palos Verdes Estates



Multi-functional parkways provide infrastructure
while also managing stormwater,
inking many cultural heritage sites



Central Park, New York City



Emerald Necklace, Boston



Seattle Park System, Seattle
1903-1908



Mattoon Act or
Acquisition and Improvement Act, 1925

? For Better Highways

The new Mattoon Act Is oxpected_ to hasten the broad program oI
highways and other Improvements for the Los Angeles Metropolitan
district, outlined by the Rogional Planning Commission. The upper
picture at the left shows a grade separiition project at Telegraph
Road and Atlantic -avenue where the Union Pacific tracks cross.
At the right, above, is an example of voluntary setting back by
property owners of buildings to allow for widening of streets.
This is along Telegraph Road. This widening project has already
been started. Below I8 a view of Atlantic avenue north of Whit-
tier Boulevard, which i{s to be extended to Pasadena. The park
was donated by the subdivider and improved by the county for-

estry department,

NEW LAW AIDS HIGHWAYS

Mattoon Act is Expecled to Facilitate Extensive and
- Needed Program of Regional Planning Body

A system of highways, carefully planned to care for the traffic
radlating out from the city of Los Angeles through all of the metro-
politan district of the county, parks that will afford beauly spots and
recreation grounds in the communities which are springing up with
such amazing rapldity, buginess streets of adequate width in the local
centers and street improvements in the varlous residential districts in
county territory—all of these desirable things have been greatly assisted
by the passage of the Mattoon Act, or Assembly Bill 688, which
wna siened hv the Governor last week.

Crowded roads, where one trav- first of its kind to be appointed

els at n snail's pace hehind heav- In the whole United States, has
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Los Angeles



Southwest Organization: Hollywood-Palos Verdes Parkway

Los Angeles region



Road as a park

Los Angeles region



Los Angeles region



Los Angeles region



Los Angeles region



Road as destination for tourism

Los Angeles region



Los Angeles region



San Fernando Pleasureway

Los Angeles region



San Fernando Mission

Los Angeles region



Road that manages stormwater

Palos Verdes Estates



Union County Parkways, New Jersey
1921-1971



Los Angeles region



Los Angeles region



Los Angeles River near Los Angeles River near
Studio City, 1937 Pasadena, 1938

Los Angeles region



Los Angeles region



Los Angeles River Parkway Los Angeles region



Drainage plan for the
parkways

Los Angeles region



Redondo Beach



Sepulveda Parkway

Los Angeles region






Los Angeles region



Long Beach



Gardena Slough

Los Angeles region



Gardena Slough

Los Angeles region



Gardena Valley Park and Parkway Reservation

Los Angeles region



Los Angeles region



Planned open space protects fragile ecosystems
and mitigates wildfires



California State Park
System









Prairie Creek Redwoods State Park

Morro Bay State Park



Del Norte Highway



Parks were categorized by areas along the
ocean, in the redwoods and other big tree
areas, along lakes and watertalls, in the
mountains and in the desert






Sacramento River



Sustainable master plan that conserved water,
with the city connected by a verdant park system
along un-channeled rivers






Los Angeles Park and
Parkway System



Los Angeles Park and
Parkway System

Flood channels Railroad lines

Los Angeles



Los Angeles Park and
Parkway System

Citrus orchards Oil derricks

Los Angeles



Los Angeles



Los Angeles



Active Recreation

Boston Back Bay tidal marshes Del Rey Lagoon






Los Angeles



Parks with multi-function

Treatment of riverfront, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania Keeny Park, Hartford, Connecticut



Bolsa Chica in Huntington Beach



Palos Verdes Estates



Los Angeles Park and
Parkway System

Master plan included their own projects and
open space from the State Parks Survey



Round Valley Regional Reserve

East Bay cities



1930 view from Oakland hills

East Bay cities



East Bay cities



San Pablo Reservoir, Tilden Natural Area
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Original ridgeline parks



Tilden Regional Park

Wildcat Canyon



Los Angeles State Historic Park at the
Cornfield

The City Project
Friends of Ballona Creek Wetlands

Santa Monica Mountains Task Force



Questions?



