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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS TO THE MEMBERSHIP

Dear Members,

At Bill Grant’s suggestion, I will devote this
issue’s message to “a progress report on where we
started and how far we have come.” In brief, it has
been an adventure—and we're not yet sure of all the
answers about where we are going—but we are off to
a great start.

Bill called us together for an initial meeting
in Santa Cruz on September 23, 1995 and 28 people
attended. A number of others responded to his invi-
tation, and although they could not come to the
meeting, they were members from the start. We sat
in a circle and Bill asked first for input on what we
wanted the organization to be and provide. There
was a sense of unity in many responses, but welcome
diversity too. We chose a name for our organization,
discussed a mission statement, set initial member-
ship fees, solicited volunteer officers, decided to
publish a journal and/or newsletter, and made plans
for our first conference/General Meeting to be held
the following spring. It was a big undertaking to bring
people with similar interests together from all over a
state as large as California. It remains a challenge.

Since that time, more than two years ago, we
have signed up over 100 members. We have held four
General Meetings—in Santa Barbara, San Diego, Ber-
keley, and San Marino. Guidelines have been devel-
oped to assist future conveners of meetings with plan-
ning. We have elected our first formal Officers and
Board of Directors (4/97). We have published four
issues of our newsletter, Eden, and have now moved
to a quarterly format, to include three “newsy” news-
letters and one scholarly journal per year. A budget
has been set (10/97), and we have produced By-laws
and Articles of Incorporation that momentarily will
be forwarded to the State to give our group official
non-profit status. We have created a brochure about

the organization which can be used to advertise our
existence to others and bring in new members.

Several standing committees have been estab-
lished to further the aims of the Society. The Docu-
mentation Committee, chaired by Roberta Burke, is
to coordinate the taking of oral histories, promote
the preservation and cataloging of photographs, plans,
and other documents related to gardens/landscapes,
and gather information on existing collections. A pri-
mary function of this committee is to collaborate with
the Wave Hill Project (see further details elsewhere in
this issue) as well as to extend our own Archive List
for members’ use. Roberta has two members helping
to collate this work, but other volunteers are needed.
Since this is currently our major project, the partici-
pation of every member is needed in gathering the
initial data.

Betsy Clebsch, a member of this committee, is
writing to several other Garden/Landscape History So-
cieties here and abroad to ascertain what types of
documentation projects they have undertaken in the
past and we will use this information to guide us in
planning our own in the future.

We now have a Publicity Committee, headed
by Susan Chamberlin. It's purpose is to promote our
organization and meetings through contact with news-
papers, libraries, and other related societies. Serving
under her “umbrella” we have secured a number of
Regional Correspondents (listed elsewhere in this
issue) who will assist in linking the committee with
their respective locales, and network with nearby
members to learn of upcoming events, solicit articles
for Eden, etc. Additional volunteers are needed to help.

We have a Nominating Committee, chaired
by Kathleen Craig, who will prepare a slate of officers
for the next election in May. She has one member
helping out but needs additional volunteers as well.



























California Garden and Landscape History Society

Aims and Purposes

To celebrate the beauty, wealth, and diversity of California gardens and landscapes.

*

To aid and promote interest in, study of, and education about California garden and landscape history.

*

To identify, document, restore, and preserve gardens and landscapes depicting California’s culture and history.

*

To collect and/or coordinate resources and expertise about the history of California’s gardens and landscapes.

To visit on various occasions historical gardens, landscapes, archives and libraries in different parts of the State.

*

To enjoy one another’s company at meetings, garden visits, and other get-togethers.

California Garden & Landscape History Society
P. 0. Box 1338

Sebastopol, CA 95473
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2613. One of the two original Washington navel oranges
still standing in California.




